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Grade.   VI I .  

Poet ry :  2 The Rebel.  

 

 

 

  

 The poem, ‘The Rebel’  descr ibes t he char act er  of  r ebel, a per son who does not  conf or m 

t o t he nor ms of  t he societ y.  The r ebel is descr ibed as a per son who would cont r adict  ot her s in 

or der  t o be dif f er ent .  The char act er  of  t he r ebel in t he poem is not  based on a polit ical 

act ivist , but  seems t o be a char act er  sket ch of  a young adolescent , t r ying t o be dif f er ent .  All 

t he inst ances in t he poem ar e r epet it ive af f ir mat ions of  t his f act . 

 I f  a r ebel sees a gr oup of  people wit h shor t  hair , he would let  his hair  gr ow long.  On 

seeing ot her s wit h long hair , t he r ebel would cut  shor t  his hair .  Seeing ever ybody  t alk dur ing 

t he lesson, t he r ebel would  become absolut ely mut e.  On r ealising  t hat  ever ybody  is silent  t he 

r ebel would cr eat e a dist ur bance.   

 Similar ly, on var ious such issues, t he r ebel would be seen cont r adict ing ot her s and doing 

t hings t hat  no one would be doing.  He would r ef use t o wear  t he unif or m when t he ot her s would 

be wear ing it , pr aise t he dogs when in t he company of  cat  lover s, appr eciat e t he sun on r ainy 

days and r ains on t he sunny days.  He would do j ust  anyt hing but  not  what  ot her s ar e doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

When ever ybody has shor t  hair , 

The r ebel let s his hair  gr ow long, 

When ever ybody has long hair , 

The r ebel cut s his hair s shor t . 

Ref erence : 

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 
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Cont ext  

 I n t he given lines, t he poet  highlight s t he r ebel’s nat ur e. 

Explanat ion 

 When t he r ebel encount er s a gr oup of  people wit h shor t  hair , he would allow his hair  t o 

gr ow long because he der ives pleasur e and sat isf act ion by going against  t he gr ain.  However , he 

is not  const ant  and t her ef or e when he sees people gr owing t heir  hair  long, he would end up 

cut t ing his shor t .  

 

 

 

When ever ybody t alks dur ing t he lesson, 

The r ebel doesn’t  say a wor d 

When nobody t alks dur ing t he lesson, 

The r ebel  cr eat es  a dist ur bance. 

Ref erence : 

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 

Cont ext  

 I n t he given lines, t he poet   r eemphasises t he r ebellious nat ur e of  t he r ebel as how he 

r ebels against  ot her s. 

Explanat ion 

Seeing ever ybody t alk dur ing t he lesson, t he r ebel suddenly f inds his silence most  

valuable.  However , because he is  a r ebel, he cannot  help but  cr eat e dist ur bances and make a 

ser ies of  int er j ect ions, when he sees t hat  ever ybody else has become quiet .  The r ebel 

const ant ly seeks at t ent ion by doing t hat  what  ot her s don’t  do. 

 

 

 

When ever ybody wear s a unif or m 

The r ebel dr esses in f ant ast ic clot hes 

When ever ybody wear s f ant ast ic clot hes, 

The r ebel  dr esses sober ly. 

 

St anza 2 

St anza 3 
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Ref erence : 

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘The Rebel’  by DJ  Enr ight . 

Cont ext  

 The poet  in t hese lines shows t he r ebels need t o exhibit  himself  as dif f er ent . 

Explanat ion 

Because t he r ebel always want s t o showcase and exhibit  himself  as dif f er ent , he would 

wear  colour f ul clot hes when ever ybody else is dr essed up in a common unif or m.  However , t he 

movement  he sees ot her s dr essed up in dif f er ent  and colour f ul clot hes, he would be unable t o 

cont r ol his ur ge t o wear  t he unif or m. 

 

 

 

I n t he company of  dog  lover s, 

The r ebel expr esses a  pr ef er ence f or  cat s, 

I n t he company of  cat  lover s, 

The r ebel put s in a good wor d f or  dogs. 

Ref erence : 

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 

Cont ext  

 I n t he above lines, t he poet  discusses how t he r ebel’s pr ef er ences never  mat ch wit h t he 

ot her s in t he gr oup. 

Explanat ion 

When t he r ebel f inds himself  in t he company of  dog lover s, he begins t o pr ef er  t he cat s.  

On t he ot her  hand, on being  sur r ounded by cat  lover s,  he will put  in a f avour able wor d f or  

dogs.  His  pr ef er ences  and choices never  seem t o mat ch wit h anyone else in t he gr oup. 

 

 

 

When ever ybody is pr aising t he sun, 

The r ebel r emar ks on t he need f or  r ain 

When ever ybody is gr eet ing t he r ain, 

The r ebel r egr et s  t he absence of  sun. 

St anza 4 
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Ref erence:   

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 

Cont ext  

 The poet  goes on t o of f er  examples of  dif f er ent  inst ances in which t he r ebel f air s in 

similar  ways. 

Explanat ion 

 Even wit h r espect  t o t he weat her , it  is dif f icult  t o br ing t he r ebel on boar d f or  he would 

appr eciat e t he sun while all ot her s would be welcoming t he r ains and miss t he r ains while ot her s 

would be enj oying t he sun. 

 

 

When ever ybody goes t o t he meet ing 

The r ebel st ays at  home and r eads a book 

When ever ybody st ays at  home and r eads a book, 

The r ebel goes t o t he meet ing. 

Ref erence:  

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 

Cont ext  

 The poet  in t hese lines f ur t her  highlight s t hat  t he r ebels ar e usually alone. 

Explanat ion 

The r ebels ar e people who ar e usually all alone f or  t hey pr ef er  t o r ead on a dif f er ent  

pat h t han ot her s.  So, when ot her s go f or  meet ing, t hey st ay at  home and r ead a book.  When 

t he ot her s st ay at  home, t hey go t o t he meet ing. 

 

 

When ever ybody says, Yes please, 

The r ebel says, No t hank you. 

Ref erence : 

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 
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Cont ext  

 The poet  is mer ely highlight ing how it  is impossible t o make t he r ebel agr ee wit h anyone 

at  all. 

Explanat ion 

Saying yes when ever ybody say no and saying no when ever ybody says yes is anot her  

char act er  t r ait  of  t he r ebel.  

 

 

 

When ever ybody says, No t hank you, 

The r ebel says, Yes please. 

I t  is ver y good t hat  we have r ebels. 

You may not  f ind it  ver y good t o be one. 

Ref erence:  

 “ The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem,  ‘ The Rebel ‘ by DJ  Enr ight . 

Cont ext  

 The poet  in t hese lines discusses what  it  is t o be a r ebel. 

Explanat ion 

I t  seems t hat  having r ebels ar ound us is benef icial as t hey t r ain us t o acknowledge 

dif f er ences.  However , it  is not  good t o be a r ebel because t hey ar e not  accept ed by t he 

societ y. 

 

 

 

 

i) I f  someone doesn’t  wear a unif orm t o school,  what  do you think t he teacher will say? 

The t eacher  would scold t he st udent  who would not  be dr essed in t he school  unif or m 

while coming t o t he school. 

ii) When everyone want s a clear sky,  what  does t he rebel want  most ? 

When ever yone want s a clear  sky, t he r ebel want s t he sun.  

NCERT Corner 

Working wit h t he Poem 

St anza 8 



 

 

                                                                         6                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 
iii) I f  the rebel has a dog f or a pet ,  what  is everyone else likely t o have? 

I f  a r ebel has a dog f or  a pet , t he ot her s ar e most  likely t o be cat  lover s. 

iv)  Why is it  good t o have rebel?   

 I t  is good t o have r ebels because t hey ar e dif f er ent  and t hey t each us t o be able t o 

accept  and t oler at e dif f er ences. 

v) Why is it  not  good t o be a rebel oneself ? 

 I t  is not  good t o be a r ebel  oneself  because t he societ y never  accept s a r ebel and 

always cr it iques his behaviour . 

vi) Would you like t o be a rebel? I f  yes,  why? I f  not  why not ? 

 I  would like t o be a r ebel because a r ebel is able t o t hink individually r at her  t han 

f ollowing t he her d ment alit y. 

2.  Find in t he poem an ant onym ( a word opposite in meaning) f or each of  t he f ollowing  

 words.  

 i) long __________________. 

 ii) gr ow_________________. 

 iii) quiet ness _____________. 

 iv) Sober  ________________. 

 v) lost  __________________. 

 i) Long  - Shor t  

 ii) Gr ow  - Cut  

 iii) Quiet ness - dist ur bance 

 iv) Sober   - Fant ast ic 

 v) Lost   - Find 

3.  Find in t he poem lines that  match  t he f ollowing.  Read both one af t er t he other.  

 i) The r ebel r ef uses t o cut  his hair . 

 ii) He says cat s ar e bet t er . 

 iii) He r ecommends dogs . 

 iv) He is unhappy because t her e is no sun. 

 v) He is noisy on pur pose.. 

 i) The r ebel let s his hair  gr ow long. 

 ii)  He put s in a good wor d f or  dogs 

iii)  He has a pr ef er ence f or  cat s. 
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iv) When ever ybody is gr eet ing t he r ain. 

v)  When nobody t alks dur ing t he lesson. 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  does t he rebel do when everybody talks during t he lessons? 

When ever ybody t alks dur ing t he lessons, t he r ebel becomes absolut ely silent . 

2.  Why does t he rebel choose t o wear f ant ast ic clothes? 

When t he r ebel sees ever ybody dr essed in unif or m, t he r ebel  chooses t o wear  f ant ast ic 

clot hes. 

3.  Are t he rebels rain lovers? 

The r ebels become r ain lover s when t hey r ealize t hat  t he ot her s ar e enj oying t he sun. 

 

 

 

1.   Why do rebels always cont radict  t he others? 

 The r ebels always cont r adict  ot her s because t hey wish t o st and out  be dif f er ent  and 

st and out  f r om t he r est  of  t he cr owd.   They wish t o r et ain t heir  voice and pr ef er ences as well 

as opinions r at her  t han blindly f ollowing t he cr owd. 

2.  Why does t he societ y disapprove of  the rebels? 

The r ebels do not  conf ir m t o t he st andar d decisions and choices made by t he societ y at  

lar ge.  They have t heir  own opinions unique t hinking, ar e dif f er ent  and at  t imes even go t o t he 

ext ent  t o cont r adict ing ot her s mer ely t o highlight  t hemselves as unique. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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Direct ions (Q. No. s 1-  6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions  

When everybody t alks during the lesson,  

The rebel doesn’t  say a word 

When nobody talks during the lesson 

The rebel creat es a dist urbance.  

1.   With ref erence t o t he above ext ract ,  do you t hink it  is good t o be a rebel? 

No, t o go against  t he f low j ust  t o show t hat  you ar e dif f er ent  or  t o pr ove your  

super ior it y is wr ong.  Unnecessar ily br eaking t he r ule unless t her e is some noble cause is not  

accept able. 

2.  Can there be a good reason behind st aying silent  when everybody is t alking? 

Yes, somet imes people keep on ar guing unnecessar ily out  of  t heir  ignor ance of  t he ent ir e 

and act ual sit uat ion.  I n such sit uat ions, a wise man would st ay silent .  

3.   Can there be a good reasons behind speaking when everybody else is silent ? 

Yes, somet imes people do no not  dar e t o r aise voice against  t he wr ong happening.  But  a 

r ebel cannot  t oler at e unf air  t hings and r aises voice against  it .  I f  nobody dar es t o speak, t he 

once who do wr ong ar e encour aged t o do so ever  again. 

4.  What  do you t hink,  the rebel doesn’t  like? 

 a) Opposing the authorit y.  

 b) Going wit h f low.  

 c) Taking lessons  in a classroom.  

 d) Taking advice of  an illit erat e person.  

    b) Going wit h t he f low. 

5 What  must  be t he main mot t o of  a rebel,  in your opinion? 

 a) Teaching the societ y t o be dut if ul.  

 b) Obeying t he rules.  

 c) Bringing disharmony.  

 d) Bringing about  t he change.  

    d) Br inging about  t he change. 

 

Ext ract  based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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6.  What  does a rebel do when nobody talks during t he class? 

 a) Creat es a dist urbance.  

 b) Spoils t he at mosphere .  

 c) Teaches the t eacher.  

 d) Runs away .  

      a)  Cr eat es a dist ur bance. 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. No. s 1-  6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

When everybody says.   Yes please,  

The rebel says,  No t hank you 

When every body says,  No,  t hank you,  

The rebel says,  Yes please 

I t  is very good t hat  we have rebels 

You may not  f ind it  very good t o be one.  

1.  What  decides the choices made by the rebel? 

The societ y’s opinion can never  be a r ebels choice. The r ebel’s choices ar e based on what  

t he societ y would not  accept  or  agr ee t o. 

2.  Why does t he poet  say it  is not  good t o e a rebel oneself ? 

The poet  says t hat  it  is not  good t o be a r ebel oneself  because one would not  be 

accept ed by t he societ y.  

3.  Use the word ‘rebel’ in a sent ence of  your own.  

 J immy always disagr ees t o what  ot her s say.  He is a r ebel. 

4.  Who do you t hink is the charact er of  rebel based on ? 

 a) A polit ical act ivist  b) The poet    

 c) The School t eacher  d)  A young child 

 d)  A young child 

5.  What  does t he rebel do? 

 a) Def y ot her s b) Disobey ot her s c) Tr ust  ot her s d) Love ot her s 

 a) Def y ot her s  

Ext ract  2 
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6.  Who does not  like t he rebels? 

 a) The poet  b) The polit ical act ivist s  

 c) The societ y d) The r ebels 

 c) The societ y 

7.  Why does t he rebel demand f or the rain when everybody is praising t he sun? 

 a) He is cr aving f or  r ain   b) He hat es t he sun 

 c) He is not  happy wit h what  ever ybody likes  c) None of  t he above 

 c) He is not  happy wit h what  ever ybody likes. 

 


